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he settled in Madison, which remained his home until his 
death in 1879. He was elected to the convention of 1846, 
being the youngest member of that body. In later years he 
served as mayor of his city, representative of his district 
in the state legislature, attorney general of the state, and 
candidate of his party for the national Senate and House. 

CHARLES MINTON BAKER'S JOURNAL FROM 
VERMONT TO WISCONSIN 

Sept. 10, 1838, Left Hortonville loaded with the kindness of 
friends & neighbours & amidst their regrets & good wishes 
for Wisconsin. Arrived at Whitehall, 2 that rocky, muddy, 
dirty, crooked, contracted, outlandish outlet of creation, 
tucked in between marshes & mountains, — the abomination 
of all travellers & my especial abhorrence. Made arrange- 
ments for the shipment of my goods to Buffalo. Met with 
sundry little annoyances & vexations. 

1 1 . Started from W'hall with my bitterest blessings resting upon 
it, not caring a copper whether I ever see it again. The roads 
tho' dry & dusty were so rough for some distance as con- 
tinually to remind me of that particular object of my anti- 
pathy, Whitehall. The day was fine, the roads dusty, but 
our ride on the whole was pleasant. Drove 27 miles & put 
up at a quiet, genteel country tavern on the sandy plains of 
Moreau. Passed thro' Fort Ann, Kingsbury, Sandy Hill & 
Glenns Falls. Felt as if I had fairly set forward on my jour- 
ney for the far West. 3 

12. Today travelled 34 miles passing thro' Wilton, Greenfield, 
Galway, Broad Alban. Stopped for the night at Fundy's 
Bush Montgomery Co. The roads the greater part of the 
way very hilly but the country looked flourishing. 

Sept. 13. Stopped for the night at a Dutch tavern in Manheim 
on the Mohawk. Sheets & pillows so dirty that Mrs. B. 
would not sleep on them. Called at a Dutch tavern in the 
morning & the landlord a true Hollander "vondered vy we 

2 In northern Washington County, New York. 

3 The author had this day crossed Saratoga County from northeast to southwest. 
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vent so far for." In afternoon called at another Dutch inn 
& could get nothing but sour milk altho' it was milked in 
the morning & it has been a cool day. Have passed thro' 
Mayfield, Johnstown, Palatine, St. Johnsville, (late Oppen- 
heim) & Meridan into Manheim. Rained last night but was 
rather an advantage than a hindrance as it laid the dust. 
Country good & even excellent most of the way. Day rather 
fine & ride pleasant. 

14. Today have had a most delightful ride up the beautiful 
valley of the Mohawk with its broad & quiet stream, now 
presenting a long & silvery sheet clear as a mirror & now 
rippling over its pebbly bed. Here winds the canal thronged 
with boats laden with goods, emigrants & the produce of the 
interior, there stretches the turnpike over hill & dale or along 
the banks of the river, & beyond runs the railroad with its 
naked iron track lonely & deserted except now & then when 
the long train of cars come whirling & thundering along in 
sublime array & anon vanish in the distance. We saw all of 
these in full operation & to the best advantage today. Stopped 
at Utica about V/2 hours. She is indeed exceedingly beautiful 
& well deserves the title of queen of the valley. Had my 
pail stolen from my waggon. Drove on six miles beyond 
Utica to New Hartford & put up for the night. When I 
pass Utica I always feel as if I had just struck off upon the 
mighty West, upon a country vast, rich, fertile & filled with 
unbounded resources & the most untiring enterprise. Have 
travelled 32 miles. Passed thro' Herkimer, Frankfort & Utica. 

Sept. 15. Weather dry & warm & roads exceedingly dusty. 
Travelled 35 miles & put up for the Sabbath at Fayetteville a 
pleasant & flourishing village in Onondaga Co. Passed thro' 
Westmoreland, Verona, Durhamville, (leaving Canastota to 
the right) Lenox & Sullivan & Chittenango. At the latter 
place the Camel Leopards 15 feet high & carried on a waggon 
20 ft. high were being exhibited. Ctgo. is a flourishing little 
village lying in a narrow valley among the hills. Its inhabi- 
tants appear to be plain, industrious & hospitable. 

Sept. 16. Attended meeting at the Presbyterian Church in the 
forenoon. Found a little to my surprise one of my old class- 



Charles Minton Baker's Journal 393 

mates was pastor. He was formerly an exceedingly dull 
scholar & makes rather a dull preacher. His discourse was 
regular & properly divided, but it was rather heavy & com- 
monplace. Thought how many a blockhead is honored & 
reverenced in the world who if their real talents & knowledge 
were known would be despised. 

In p. M. Attended the Baptist Church which appears to 
be flourishing. 12 individuals were reed, into the church. 
Attended the celebration of our Lord's Supper. But O how 
unworthy of so high a privilege. Blessed Jesus purify this 
heart & make it wholly thine. 

Sept. 17. Took an early start from F'ville & drove to Syracuse 8 
miles where we breakfasted. A flourishing, active, business 
place. Took the road for Auburn over Onondaga Hill. 
Passed thro' Marcellus & Sennett leaving Skaneatiles to the 
left & Elbridge to the right. The country very hilly, but 
fertile & well cultivated. Soil rich loam, as indeed it has been 
most of the way since we left Saratoga Co. Travelled 33 
miles, — 25 to [from] Syracuse. Have found quarters in 
Auburn in a very neat, genteel, quiet house, which is more 
than can be said of many taverns we have found on the way. 
Auburn is a splendid village surpassing any thing as a village 
that I have ever seen. It must contain much public spirit & 
enterprise as well as wealth & taste. Has improved some since 
I was here last. 

Sept. 18. Drove to Seneca Falls by the way of the Free Bridge 
about 15 miles passing thro' Ments & Tyre. Found S. Falls 
but little improved since last here 4 — looks dirty & ragged — 
but little neat or tasty about it. Was warmly welcomed by 
many friends & very hospitably entertained. Found brother 
T. well & glad to see us. Did some business but the individ- 
uals I most wanted to see were absent. The population I 
found greatly changed — much more alteration in the inhabi- 
tants than in the place. 

19. Left about 4 p. M. & drove 10 miles & put up for the night 
at Mr. Wests, a private house in the Western part of Waterloo. 

4 Here the author had practiced law from 1829 to 1834. 
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20. Travelled 35 miles to Lima & having arrived since dark can't 
speak as to the village. Have come today thro' Phelpstown, 
Hopewell, Canandaigua, East & West Bloomfield & Lima. A 
superb country, for the most part gently undulating & ex- 
tremely fertile. It is well cultivated & adorned with beautiful 
villages, farm houses & out buildings. The roads were excel- 
lent, much the finest we have had. Passed thro' Canandai- 
gua, that princely village, which for beautiful private resi- 
dences & as a rural village surpasses anything I have ever 
seen. Have found for the night very good accommodations. 
There is a flourishing literary institution at this place under 
the Methodist patronage. 

21. Drove to West Avon 7 ms. to Breakfast — there being two 
small villages of that name situated near together. At Avon 
is a mineral spring of some note. J^ a mile beyond Avon 
passed the far famed Genessee River. It is rather smaller 
than I anticipated & at present quite low. A canal from 
Rochester is constructing up its Western side. Immediately 
after passing this river we came to the broad domains of Le 
Roy. He has about 1500 acres in one body & has sown this 
season several hundred acres of wheat. Passed thro' Cale- 
donia to Le Roy, a pleasant, flourishing, business like little 
village situated on Allans Cr. in the midst of a fine Country. 
The Country for the most of the way between G. River & 
Le Roy I did not like. It is very stony, rather dry & hard soil 
& timbered wholly with a growth of small oaks. From Le Roy 
to Batavia the country is superb & of almost unsurpassed 
fertility. Between lies the town of Stafford. Batavi[a] is a 
delightful village with one main st. broad & lined with trees 
& studded with beautiful villas & elegant mansions. It lies 
on the Tonawanda Creek is the county seat of Genessee Co. & 
is a flourishing village full of activity & enterprise. We 
passed on 53^ ms. to the Western part of Batavia where we 
have taken lodgings for the night. There is a railroad from 
B. to Rochester now in operation being a link in the great 
railroad from Albany to Buffalo. At B. we were misdirected 
& went out of our way about 2 miles over a bye & rough road 
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which like to have shaken the top off from my waggon. 
Travelled 38 miles. 
Sept. 22. Started at 4 o'clock this morning & have passed thro' 
Ten Broeck (Rushville) Clarence & Williamsville to Buffalo. 
Was not much pleased with the country. The fore part of the 
day it was low & sandy then the soil became thin & Rocky. 
It [is] rather a good country however from Williamsville to 
Buffalo a distance of 10 miles where the[y] have constructed 
a good McAdamized road. Along this road are settled many 
Swiss peasantry. They appear to be possessed of little 
enterprise, are filthy in their persons & dwellings & have 
little taste. They are building a spacious Church in Buffalo 
devoted I believe to Catholicism. We arrived at Buffalo 
at about 4 p. m. & drove directly thro' Main St. to the wharf 
having travelled today 34 miles. We were immediately beset 
with Steam Boat agents & in a short time engaged a passage 
on Board the Steam Boat Bunker Hill for Detroit. Being 
about the first on board we secured pretty good quarters. 
She is a large staunch built Boat with good Accommodations. 
She is to go out this evening or tomorrow morning. Buffalo is 
a flourishing place & doing an extensive business. She is 
destined to be a great place as the main outlet of the exten- 
sive & increasing trade of the upper lakes. Here is the start- 
ing point for the mighty West & from this point imagination 
stretches her wing over the great waters which reach nearly 
2000 miles into the interior & roll their billows along the most 
fertile shores on the Globe. Hail thou fair & fertile West, 
thou world of floods & forests of bright rivers & green prairies, 
thou art henceforth my home. Great & magnificent West 
almost untouched & fresh as at thy first creation formed on a 
mighty scale & destined by thy Creator for events mighty as 
thyself. Great West the pilgrims & the poor man's home, thou 
invitest to thy bosom to partake of thy riches & thy bounty 
all alike of every rank of every clime & tongue. Onward be 
thy way & glorious be thy destiny. The distance from Hub- 
bardton to Buffalo by the way we came is [blank in MS.]. From 
Whitehall to Buffalo we were 9% days on the rout & travelled 
at the rate of [blank in MS.] miles per day. 
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23 & 24. Last night about sundown the equinoctial storm which 
had been indicated all day by gusts & whirlwinds set in with a 
violent gale from the South West accompanied with rain. It 
blew almost a hurricane & completely broke down & stripped 
the top off from my waggon. One Steam Boat which put to 
sea was driven back & obliged to take shelter in the harbour. 
The wind & sea continued very high till Monday night when 
they abated. It is very tedious lying in port especially as we 
are thronged & our numbers are continually increasing from 
almost every tongue & nation the rich & poor, the civil & 
uncivil, the neat & quiet, the noisy & dirty, the pious & 
praying, the impious & swearing, the genteel & fashionable & 
gay, & the ragged & filthy & disgusting. Found all my goods 
which arrived today & shipped them on board the brig Nep- 
tune for Milwauky at $6 per hundred. Paid $9 per cwt. from 
Whitehall to Buffalo. 

25. Tuesday morning at about 9 o'clock a. m. we started from 
the port of Buffalo, with a fine breeze from the South West a 
clear sky & bright sun. In addition to the motley lot of 
passengers above described we are heavily loaded with horses 
& waggons, merchandise & baggage of all descriptions. The 
boat pitches some & there is considerable sea sickness on 
board. Mrs. B. & Mary are considerably affected & Charley 
& brother W. a little & I am a little qualmish. We ran be- 
tween 3 & 4 miles from land along the American Shore & the 
broad bosom of Ontario [Erie] with its watery & Cloudless 
horizon stretches to the North & West before us. Hail thou 
mighty flood type of Old Ocean, proudly thou bearest a 
thousand keels. How changed the scene which animates 
thee since thy waves bore the immortal Perry to battle & to 
victory. Then the strong battleship loomed upon thy waters, 
& the voice of the deep mouthed cannon echoed along 
thy shores & startled the timid deer & awoke the peaceful 
inhabitant from his slumbers. Now thy bosom is whitened 
with the bright sails of Commerce & the keels of fifty steamers 
plough thy waters. 

Sept. 26. This morning found ourselves running along the Shores 
of the Ohio between Ashtabula & Cleaveland. Passed yester- 
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day Dunkirk the intended termination of the Hudson & Erie 
Rail Road, & last night we passed Erie the great port of 
Pennsylvania on the lakes. Here will terminate a railroad & 
canal when completed which will form a chain of com- 
munication thro' the State to Philadelphia. It is said that 
the railroad will bring Phida. nearer to lake Erie than New 
York now is but [the] canal rout is more circuitous. About 
6 o'clock this morning we entered the Cuyahoga river which 
forms the harbour of Cleaveland & passed up to the village. 
The harbour has a fine pier & two lighthouses; one on the 
extremity of the pier & one on an eminence on the main land. 
Cleaveland is a handsome flourishing village situate on a plain 
of great fertility lying about 50 feet above the surface of the 
lake. The streets are broad straight & regular & the buildings 
good. Across the river is a small & flourishing village spring- 
ing up called Ohio City. Here terminates the great Ohio 
canal which stretches thro' the State via Columbus & ter- 
minates at Portsmouth. The country around Cleaveland is 
very fine. Laid at C. 6 hours & started out about 12 m. The 
shores become lower as we proceed onward & the timber is 
very tall & heavy. Put in at Sheffield at the mouth of Black 
river. The village is small & the country low. We also touch 
at Huron situate at the mouth of Huron river a small place 
built almost in a Swamp. The river is full of reeds & rushes 
on the side opposite the village is a wet marsh & the country 
around is very low nearly on a level with the lake. Beyond 
this place to Sandusky the Country continues very low. Saw 
the latter place at a distance to the left. From Huron we 
directed our course to Cunningham's island which brought 
our boat into the troughfs of the sea when we had vomiting 
enough. Not Esculapius & all his tribe could have produced 
so sudden & astonishing effect. Suffice it to say we had 
plenty of reeling & staggering to & fro & a most filthy & dis- 
gusting scene ensued in all parts of the boat. There were 
many pale faces among the fair & some awfully wry faces 
among the men. Some hung over the sides of the vessel & 
some lay stretched on chairs & settees & on the deck & floors 
in all manner of shapes & positions, whilst others were reeling 
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& staggering wherever a lurch of the boat happened to throw 
them. It was curious to observe & contrast the glee & laugh- 
ter of some few reckless characters who were unaffected with 
the solemn woe begone countenances of those who were sick. 
Mrs. B. & Mary were very sick, Charley was much affected 
& I had some very unpleasant sensations. We were thus 
exposed to rolling of the waves about 2 hours when we run 
under Cunningham's island to wood which completely shel- 
tered us from the waves & the wind. This is a small island 
containing about 3000 acres is very fertile & settled by about 
80 inhabitants. After lying to about lj^ hours we are again 
on our way direct to Detroit. The boat rides tolerably well. 
27. We are now befogged nearly opposite Fort Maiden in the 
Detroit river at about 2 o'clock in the morning awaiting for 
day light & I have arisen from inability to sleep more. The 
scene presented in the deck cabin among the deck passengers 
is worthy the pencil of Hogarth. Shades of night & my great 
grandmother. Here lie stretched in wild disorder & promiscu- 
ous confusion upon the floor like the slain on the field of battle 
in all shapes & positions both sexes & all ages, the man of gray 
hairs & the tender infant, the rosy cheeked damsel & the 
sturdy wood chopper. Here is crying & scolding & snoring & 
groaning. Some in births & some on chairs & trunks & settees 
& the rest on the floor. Some sitting & some lying, some dressed 
& some undressed, some covered & some uncovered & naked; 
some are stretched on beds, others on matrasses & cushions & 
cloaks & not a few are trying to find the soft side of the hard 
floor. Such is a steamboat life on lake Erie, a scene which I 
do not soon wish to experience again. At day light we 
weighed anchor & proceeded up the river. It is about two 
miles wide including the marshes which are principally on the 
Canada shore but narrows to ^ or J^ a mile opposite Detroit. 
The lands adjacent to the river are low & heavily wooded. On 
the American side for some distance below Detroit are fre- 
quently seen the small white dwellings of the early French 
settlers. At length Detroit opened upon our view situated on 
a gentle rise of land elevated some 20 or 30 feet above the 
river. It is a very flourishing business place & fcr pleasant- 
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ness rather exceeded my expectations. We stopped at the 
Exchange & took breakfast & fell in with some old Brandon 
acquaintance. After refixing the top to my waggon we 
started from Detroit at J^ past 12 m. & took the Ann Arbour & 
Ypsilanti road for Lima. Passed over the railroad at D. which 
is completed to the latter place & took nearly a Sothwesterly 
direction. 

For 5 miles from D. the Country is very low & the appear- 
ance gloomy & uninviting. It is principally covered with 
bushes interspersed with a few trees of large growth & the 
roads being in many places for a long distance constructed 
of logs are rough almost beyond description. We passed the 
Ruse or Rogue a small creek about 11 miles from D. came 
thro' Dearbornville about 10 miles out whe[re] the U. S. have 
erected a fine Arsenal. The land there is sandy & poor. We 
have travelled 20 miles & for almost the entire way the coun- 
try is a dead level, thinly settled, the land poorly cultivated. 
But at only 3 or 4 small spots on the way has it appeared at 
all pleasant or the soil decently cultivated. Water is scarce 
& poor, no mill privileges & but very little grain raised. The 
road is exceeding [rough?] almost the entire distance being 
perfect log-pike. Where we watered our horses at noon 3 
pailsful drained the well & the last looked as if it were taken 
from a mud hole. At one place we saw the geese & hogs con- 
tending with the utmost fury for a little water which had been 
left in a trough. Found many sick on the way & saw many 
pale faces. If this is a specimen of Michigan I wish to see no 
more of it. The soil for the most part is a mixture of black 
sand or muck with loam. It is very light & thin & rests on a 
bed of yellow sand. The country for the most part is covered 
with high bushes interspersed with a few trees or larger growth 
such as ash & elm for the most part with now & then a beech 
& maple. 
Sept. 28. As we approach Ypsilanti the present termination of 
the railroad the country improves in appearance. This place 
is 30 ms. from Detroit is flourishing & full of activity. It is 
rather pleasantly situated on the river Rasin. Here we first 
begin to enter the Oak openings. They consist of white, black 
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or red & yellow oak with now & then a hickory. The trees are 
from 6 to 30 inches in diameter & thinly scattered. Bushes 
from one to ten feet high usually grow among the trees, but 
sometimes there are none when the woods present quite a 
beautiful & romantic appearance. Formerly these bushes 
were annually burnt by the Indians which probably occa- 
sioned what are now called grubs. These are turnip shaped 
bulbs or roots from which the bushes grow just under the 
surface of the ground & are destroyed only by grubbing or by 
plowing them off with a strong team of 4 or 5 yoke of oxen. 
From Ypsilanti we passed to Ann Arbour 10 ms. through a 
pretty good country considerably improved. The latter 
place is the co. seat & the site of the intended University of 
M. It is a handsome thriving village situated on or near the 
river Rasin. Thence passed on 12 miles to my brother in 
law's T. Cooper's in Lima. Found them well & much pleased 
to see us. The country here is pretty good. The soil is prin- 
cipally loam mixed sometimes with sand, sometimes with 
muck at others with clay. The country is sufficiently uneven. 
There are many low pieces of ground of from 5 to 30 acres 
covered with wild grass which the settlers mow for fodder. 
These they call wet prairies. 
Oct. 3. After spending 4 days very pleasantly with my sister & 
family resumed my journey about 10 a. m. Whilst at Lima 
went to Dexter 3J^ ms. a small thriving village founded by 
Judge Dexter also to Sylvan a good farming town. To day 
passed thro' Sylvan Grass Lake, the small village of Leona 
Jacksonburgh the Co. Seat of Jackson Co. situate on grand 
river & have put up for the night about 2 ms. West of the 
latter place. In Sylvan passed over the Short Hills which 
run thro' the State from North to South. To Jacksonburgh 
the surface of the country is quite uneven being full of small 
short hills & having many marshes & ponds of water. Part of 
the way the country is quite good but generally did not like 
it so well as about Lima. The soil is nearly the same as there. 
There is sufficiency of stone thus far altho' the Country is 
not stoney. The oak openings continue. Jacksonburgh is a 
very new & growing place & is the site chosen for the State 
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penetentiary. They have a fine hewn stone Court house & 
are building a bank of the same material. They have a fine 
stone quarry in the neighbourhood. Where I put up it is 40 
ms. to Ann Arbour 80 to Detroit & 28 to Marshall. 

LETTERS OF GEORGE B. SMITH 5 

Dear J. Chicago, March 24th, 1843 

We arrived here yesterday all in good health and spirits. We 
have had a long & tedious journey. The weather has been extreme- 
ly cold most of the time since we left home, a circumstance by the 
way which has been greatly to our advantage — indeed but for this 
fact, it must have been impossible for us to have proceeded. We 
had as you know 2 double wagons, & two single carriages all of 
which were heavy loaded and if we had had the weather usual to 
this season of the year the roads would have been soft & we would 
have been forced to have sold many of our things. It was unwise 
in us to have started as we did — but the unprecedented length 
of the cold weather let us out. It commenced snowing two or 
three days after we left, and continued to snow for several days. 
For this reason the roads were heavy for a few days, & we made 
but slow progress each day — however we got along as you see 
very well & we are here in good time. We were 16 days on the 
road. 

I will not attempt to give you a detailed history of our daily 
life on the way, or any kind of a description of the country or 
villages through which we have passed. The weather has been 
so cold & some of the time so blustering, that I have not paid 
much attention to the country. I have looked only to the road & 
I assure you it has oftentimes required some care to keep that. 
We passed through Michigan and one corner of Indiana, & I 
cannot tell how the country would look in its summer garments, 
but I assure you it looks uncomfortable enough in its winter robes 
— but I do not intend to describe to you the country — indeed for 
the reasons I have stated — my description would be but poor if I 
tried. 

I will however give you a slight idea of the people & a few 
miles of the country through Indiana. I do this because here for 

6 These letters were written to his friend James Sargent. 



